58                          The Neuss concessions

5 January 1201, after explaining the grounds for his assumption of the right
to decide the question in terms similar to those used in the Deliberatio,
he merely requests them to agree upon a king whom he might properly
crown Emperor or to leave the decision to him1; he then informs them
of his intention to send a legate to Germany, Guy, Cardinal-bishop of
Palestrina. Guy was to co-operate with Octavian, Cardinal-bishop of
Ostia5who was already in France, engaged, among other things, in trying to
persuade Philip Augustus to give up Philip and to espouse the cause of Otto.
Armed with a mass of letters dated from the papal chancery on 1 March2,
the legate, travelling through France in order to confer at Troyes with his
colleague Cardinal Octavian, reached Aix-la-Chapelle about the middle of
June. Here he was met by Otto, who had in the meantime, at Neuss on
8 June,set his seal to the terms which Innocent demanded. These amounted
to no less than a complete surrender of the imperial position in Italy. Not
only was he obliged to recognise the conquests and annexations which
Innocent had already made, but he was further required to assist in the
acquisition of the remainder of the lands to which the Holy See laid claim.
These are then defined: all the land from Raclicofani to Ceprano, that
is to say, the Patrimony, the Exarchate of Ravenna, the Pentapolis, the
March of Ancona, the Duchy of Spoleto, the land of the Countess Matilda,
the County of Bertinoro, with other adjacent territory mentioned in many
privileges of the Emperors from the time of Louis the Pious, He farther
agreed to assist in defending the kingdom of Sicily for the Church. By
another clause his relations with France were to be controlled by the Pope;
and at the end of the document he pledged himself to repeat these same
promises when he had been crowned Emperor. Otto made desperate efforts
to free himself from these last two conditions. Freedom of action in his
relations with Philip Augustus he regarded as essential, while, if he could
but manage to omit the last clause referring to the confirmation of the
promises after his imperial coronation, he might render the whole docu-
ment so much waste paper. For he thought that what he had sworn as
king he might renounce as Emperor. To this end he did not hesitate, it
seems, to tamper with the document in such a way that these two last
clauses might be suppressed; the attempt failed, and a new draft was made8.

1  His object was to prepare the way for the publication of MB verdict.   He knew
that the time had passed for any agreement among the princes, but it might strengthen
his hand if he gave them a last opportunity for doing so, and they failed to avail
themselves of it.  See Bloch, Kaiserwahlen, pp. 35-6.

2  Reg. de neg. imp. nos. 32-49.  Otto is addressed in the first of these iUmtri regi
Ottoni in Romanorum imperatorem electo.

3  See Haller, op. Git. pp. 475 sqq. The document from which Otto attempted to
exclude these two clauses is printed in MGH, Const n, p, 20, and wrongly attributed
to the year 1198,, i.e. as concessions made to the Pope at the time of his election; it
seems clear however that Otto made no such bid for papal support until forced to do
so owing to the critical state of his fortunes.  The second draft, which includes the
two conditions which he tried to evade, is that printed In MGH, Qotut. H, p. 27.